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The DiStefano Family Care Fund is a financial 
resource for older adults, age 60 plus who 
live in the Merrimack Valley and North Shore 
and are actively working with a staff mem-
ber at AgeSpan. They must be in need of 
immediate assistance and have had all other 
means and resources exhausted. Funds may 
be used in a variety of ways that tailor the 
need to each situation. Items of basic neces-
sity like extra food, fuel or medication can be 
purchased and other needs may also be ap-
proved such as moving costs, payment of a 
utility bill or respite care for a 24/7 caregiver. 

ELIGIBILITY 
Any person, age 60 plus who needs financial 
help with a unique or emergency situation 
may be eligible. An in-home assessment of 
individual situations and circumstances are 
reviewed, along with other financial means. 
If none are found, the DiStefano Family Care 
Fund may be used.

SERVICES 
The DiStefano Family Care Fund is most 
often used to purchase items described as 
basic necessities such as prescriptions, food, 
fuel and shelter. The Fund may be used to 
cover the cost of short-term home care ser-
vices, respite or home health care, if there is 
no other payment source. In each instance, it 
is tailored to meet the individual need.

COST
Each situation is assessed on a case-by-
case basis. Generally, there is no cost to 
the elder. In some situations, the DiStefano 
Family Elder Care Fund will cost share with 
the family or the elder. Individuals are always 
given an opportunity to pay back their award 
to help replenish the DiStefano Family Care 
Fund.

REQUESTS 
If a client is in need of emergency help or in-
home services, the consumer or a represen-
tative should call the consumer’s assigned 
staff person at the agency.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE  
DISTEFANO FAMILY CARE FUND
The DiStefano Family Elder Care Fund is 
solely supported by fund-raising events 
and activities, foundations and private con-
tributions. Gifts, in any amount, are always 
welcome and can be made directly to the 
DiStefano Family Care Fund. Contributions 
can also be made to celebrate special people 
or events or to honor someone’s life with a 
memorial gift.

DiStefano Family Care Fund

3/21


